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Welcome to the first edition of The TalismAnorak which is a publication for those hardy and 

dedicated souls who are interested in delving deep into the depths below the dungeon and climbing 

out of its gloomy treasure chamber clutching tattered scrolls bearing ancient and obscure facts of 

wisdom about the Talisman world. 

Box serial numbers. 

Our first rip snorting dive into Talisman trivia is in relation to box serial numbers. Do any readers have 

any idea what these numbers mean? Are they print run numbers or are they like a car vin number 

where each letter means something? 

For the second edition I assume they did one print run 001062 and when that sold out a massive 

print run 002062. It looks like the Adventure and Dungeon was reprinted in 1991 looking at the dates 

on my newer shrink-wrapped Adventure and Dungeon sets. Interesting to note 2nd edition Dragons 

has the same 4-digit code as third edition sets.    

Edition   Date shown on box  Number 

1st Edition                1983              102108. This is the only number I have seen   

on a 1st edition. 

 

2nd Edition                1985          001062  

002062  

The 001062 edition appears to be an early print run and has, in my copy, a folding board rather than 

the jigsaw board. 

Expansion Set                  no date shown on box            010274  

Or   no date shown on box  002074 

 

Adventure                    1986            010080  

 

Adventure   1986 1991      002085  

 

Dungeon                      1987 1991      002099  

Timescape                    1988                002106  

City                               1989                Product code 0212 ref no 002121 



Dragons                         1993              0213 

 

 

3rd Edition                     1994              0201 batch no 116908 

Dungeon                       1994              0202 batch no 117450 

City                                1994              0204   batch no 114112 

Dragons                         1995              0203 batch no 112443   

3rd Edition Narrow Box    2000-2003   Product code 60 01 10 99 002 

 
Black Industries 4th Edition 2007   this has a product code of 60011083001.  

Fantasy Flight R4th Edition   

Upgrade pack  2007  EAN13  TM02a  no date 

R/4th Edition  2009    TM02    1334May12 

Or   2008  EAN13  TM02  15092R 

Reaper   2008  EAN13   no TM no. 1372Jun12 

The Dungeon  2009  EAN13  TM04  1335MAY12 

The Frostmarch  2009  EAN13  TM05   1219Dec11 

The Sacred Pool  2010  EAN13    TM07   1605APR13 

The Dragon  2011  EAN13  TM08  1379JUL12 

The Highland  2012  EAN13  TM06  1300MAR12 

The Blood Moon 2012  EAN13     TM09   1472NOV12 

The City  2012  EAN13  TM10  1535Dec12 

The Firelands  2014  EAN13   TM11     1900JAN14 

Woodlands  2014  EAN13  TM12  S14004 

The Harbinger  2015  EAN13  TM15   S14331  

Cataclysm  2015  UPCA  TM16  15355N 

The Nether Realms 2014  EAN13  uTM13  no date 

The Deep Realms 2014  EAN13  uTM14  no date 

Games Workshop R4th Edition 

R4th Edition  2008  none shown none shown 60012289001 

The Reaper  2008             “           “  60012289002 

The Dragon  2011             “            “  60012289003 

The Blood Moon 2012             “            “  60012289004  



The City  2013             “           “  60012289005 

Woodland  2014            “           “  60012289006 

Pegasus Spiele R4th Edition 

R4th Edition  2019  “   “ Part No. 56200E 

The Reaper  2019  “   “ Part No. 56201E 

The Dungeon  2019  “   “ Part No. 56202E 

The Frostmarch  2019  “   “ Part No. 56203E 

The Highland  2019  “   “ Part No. 56204E 

The Sacred Pool  2019  “   “ Part No. 56205E 

The Blood Moon 2019  “   “ Part No. 56207E 

The City  2019  “   “ Part No. 56208E 

The Firelands  2019  “   “ Part No. 56209E 

The Woodland  2019  “   “ Part No. 56210E 

The Harbinger  2019  “   “ Part No. 56211E 

The Cataclysm  2019  “   “ Part No. 56212E 

The Lost Realms 2019  “   “ Part No. 56213E 

 

If anyone has any information about these codes or any different ones not listed above, I would love 

to hear about them. Well done to all those who have made it this far. In your next game of Talisman 

give your character an additional strength point for endurance. The list above however does give us 

two very important pieces of information 

1/ I have too much time on my hands 

2/ I need to get out more 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Box designs 

Whilst we are on the fascinating topic of boxes, I have noticed that GW seems to have changed the 

design of their expansion boxes. I’m assuming this was a costing decision. I will use two examples of 

the Talisman Expansion set. The box on the left is number 010274. The box on the right is 002074. The 

left-hand box is of better quality, with sharper artwork and a sturdier construction. The one on the 

right is folding design and a lot flimsier. Because of this the poster and Adventure Q+A sheet doesn’t 

fit as well. It also has a strange white stripe running though one edge and this is obviously a later 

print run. This flimsier design of box seems to have been used from the Talisman Adventure onwards. 

 

 



1st Edition Rule colours 

In my various different copies of 1st edition, I have noticed three different colours for the rule sheets. 

None of these has been left out in the sun and all are kept in their box. Weird! 

 

 



 

A nice little advert for Talisman Dungeon with some new descriptive text from White Dwarf No93 

September 1987. 



And once you had read the review you could head to Hamley’s Toy store in Regent Street and pick up 

a copy 

 

Advert from White Dwarf Magazine No94 October 1987 

 

 

 

 



Purple Timescape Cards 

Whilst watching a review of old games workshop games by a chap in New Zealand I spotted these 

purple data sheet cards as he unpacked them from his box. 

     

The orange/red sheets seem to be the common colour. I wonder if the purple was for export games? 

Talking of Timescape…. 

The only named Talisman Character. 

We know that none of the Talisman characters were given names by GW.  They were just 
identified by their race or occupation. Or were they? 
Whilst looking though some old White Dwarfs I came across this advert in No 101 May 
1988.  
As you know the same year that Timescape came out with adverts and reviews also 
featuring in the magazine around about this time. It mentions him escaping from the 
Timescape. Even the artwork on the Talisman card and mini is almost the same as that 
featured below. 
So, is the Timescape space marine called Brother Lou Wong the only Talisman character 
given a name? 



 
 
 
 
 



Talisman Adventure card character sheets.  
Noticed how the jewels in the Talismans on each corner of the sheet match the colour of 
the stat they are nearest to. Check it out. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Picking up a blister in the City 

With the amazing discovery of an official GW list of characters for the 2nd edition City expansion I 

bought all of the required figures and before painting them thought it would be interesting to mock 

up how they may have appeared in a shop somewhere in their own blister box. 

 

 

For those avid readers who have often wondered what it would have been like to receive a lovely box 

of GW Talisman miniatures in 1986 well slip on your rose-tinted nostalgia specs and feast your eyes 

on this cracking unboxing. I could never have afforded a set like this with my pocket money back in 

the 80’s but it’s amazing what you can pick up on E-Bay these days. 



 

That’s 80’s air you are breathing there and check out the Quavers packing chips. 

 



In the pink and in rude elf 

This figure appeared on e-bay a wee while ago, the seller claiming that it was a prototype 

Talisman/Warhammer Quest dark elf made in pink plastic and was given to him by one of the 

Talisman development team at GW’s Games Day in 1995. Apparently, the plan was for GW to 

produce coloured plastic miniatures to match the colours of the race so green orcs, pink dark elves’ 

orange dwarf slayers etc but in the end they just went for grey plastic.  However, the TalismAnorak 

can find no further proof to substantiate these claims. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Black Industries Upgrade packs 

On first sight these two shrink wrap sets look identical but flip them over and notice the subtle 

difference in the lay out of the various warnings and trademarks along the bottom. One would 

assume the 13+ warning on the left-hand box is a later addition.  

 

 

Well, that’s all for this action packed 40th anniversary collector’s edition of the TalismAnorak.   

So, dig out your sequin anorak, blow up the balloons, decorate the cake and get ready to party.  

But which edition to play on the 5th November? Decisions, decisions. Happy Talisman trivia hunting 

and remember toads can party too.  

 


