TALISMANORAK

Edition Nol October 29'" 2023 by Katie B.

Welcome to the first edition of The TalismAnorak which is a publication for those hardy and
dedicated souls who are interested in delving deep into the depths below the dungeon and climbing
out of its gloomy treasure chamber clutching tattered scrolls bearing ancient and obscure facts of
wisdom about the Talisman world.

Box serial numbers.

Our first rip snorting dive into Talisman trivia is in relation to box serial numbers. Do any readers have
any idea what these numbers mean? Are they print run numbers or are they like a car vin number
where each letter means something?

For the second edition | assume they did one print run 001062 and when that sold out a massive
print run 002062. It looks like the Adventure and Dungeon was reprinted in 1991 looking at the dates
on my newer shrink-wrapped Adventure and Dungeon sets. Interesting to note 2nd edition Dragons
has the same 4-digit code as third edition sets.

Edition Date shown on box Number

1% Edition 1983 102108. This is the only number | have seen
on a 1* edition.

2" Edition 001062

002062

The 001062 edition appears to be an early print run and has, in my copy, a folding board rather than
the jigsaw board.

Expansion Set no date shown on box 010274

Or no date shown on box 002074

Adventure 010080

Adventure 1986 1991

Dungeon 1987 1991 002099
Timescape 1988 002106
City 1989 Product code 0212 ref no 002121




Dragons

3rd Edition 1994 0201 batch no 116908

Dungeon 1994 0202 batch no 117450
City 1994 0204 batch no 114112
Dragons 1995 0203 batch no 112443

3" Edition Narrow Box 2000-2003 Product code 60 01 10 99 002

Black Industries 4" Edition 2007 this has a product code of 60011083001.

Fantasy Flight R4th Edition

Upgrade pack 2007 no date
R/4™ Edition 2009 1334May12
Or 2008 15092R
Reaper 2008 1372Junl2
The Dungeon 2009 1335MAY12
The Frostmarch 2009 1219Decl1
The Sacred Pool 2010 1605APR13
The Dragon 2011 1379JUL12
The Highland 2012 1300MAR12
The Blood Moon 2012 1472N0OV12
The City 2012 1535Dec12
The Firelands 2014 1900JAN14
Woodlands 2014 $14004

The Harbinger 2015 S$14331
Cataclysm 2015 15355N
The Nether Realms 2014 no date

The Deep Realms 2014 no date

Games Workshop R4th Edition

R4th Edition 2008 none shown none shown 60012289001
The Reaper 2008 “ 60012289002
The Dragon 2011 60012289003

The Blood Moon 2012 60012289004
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The City 2013 60012289005
Woodland 2014 60012289006

Pegasus Spiele R4th Edition

R4th Edition 2019 Part No. 56200E
The Reaper 2019 Part No. 56201E
The Dungeon 2019 Part No. 56202E
The Frostmarch 2019 Part No. 56203E
The Highland 2019 Part No. 56204E
The Sacred Pool 2019 Part No. 56205E
The Blood Moon 2019 Part No. 56207E
The City 2019 Part No. 56208E
The Firelands 2019 Part No. 56209E
The Woodland 2019 Part No. 56210E
The Harbinger 2019 Part No. 56211E
The Cataclysm 2019 Part No. 56212E

The Lost Realms 2019 Part No. 56213E

If anyone has any information about these codes or any different ones not listed above, | would love
to hear about them. Well done to all those who have made it this far. In your next game of Talisman
give your character an additional strength point for endurance. The list above however does give us
two very important pieces of information

1/ I have too much time on my hands

2/ I need to get out more
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Box designs

Whilst we are on the fascinating topic of boxes, | have noticed that GW seems to have changed the
design of their expansion boxes. I'm assuming this was a costing decision. | will use two examples of
the Talisman Expansion set. The box on the left is number 010274. The box on the right is 002074. The
left-hand box is of better quality, with sharper artwork and a sturdier construction. The one on the
right is folding design and a lot flimsier. Because of this the poster and Adventure Q+A sheet doesn’t
fit as well. It also has a strange white stripe running though one edge and this is obviously a later
print run. This flimsier design of box seems to have been used from the Talisman Adventure onwards.




1° Edition Rule colours

In my various different copies of 1 edition, | have noticed three different colours for the rule sheets.
None of these has been left out in the sun and all are kept in their box. Weird!
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THE TALISMAN DUNGEON £7.95

Underneath the magical land of the Talisman board
game lies a dark and mysterious dungeon, hiding
new monsters and perils, but also promising great
treasures and perhaps another path to the Crown
of Command! A brand new board, new adventure
cards, rules and 14 new characters to be used in
any Talisman game are all in THE TALISMAN
DUNGEON, making a great game still bigger and
better for just £7.95!

SUNEQUEST MONSTERS £9.95

=ur on the heels of Advanced RuneQuest comes
SUNEQUEST MONSTERS, the most comprehensive
Sestary of creatures and monsters you could wish to meet
& awonal). From Allosaurus to Zombie, each entry is given
senmiec game statistics and full descriptions including
Sates and prefered enviroments which really bring them
% %= More than this, there are rules for monster player
haracters and some sample encounter ideas with
so=ligent creatures. RUNEQUEST MONSTERS is a 112
ege hardback book full of colour and black and white
Lsations and great value for just £9.95!

Al B
BLOCK MANIA £12.95 T

An unfriendly rivalry betweem two massive multi-storey housing blocks
suddenly turns into full scale war! Set in Judge Dredd’s Mega-City One,
BLOCK MANIA depicts the attempts by each block to destroy their
neighbours using Defence Lasers, Fatties, Suicide Bombers, Spugs,
Juves, Futsies and a whole host of other weirdoes and cranks! BLOCK
MANIA comes in a full colour box with two game boards, cards and
counters, Blockers Manual and fully illustrated rulebook on how to blow
your neighbours to smithereens, all for just £12.95!

MEGA-MANIA £7.95

The first Block Mania expansion set, MEGA-MANIA
allows you to expand the game to encompass up to four
players. It contains extra rules, two more gameboards,
and all the required counters to turn a simple block
skirmish into a city-wide civil war, all in a full colour box
for only £7.95!

ROGUE TROOPER £14.95

You can be one of the last Genetic Infantrymen in
your quest to discover the Traitor who caused the
Quartz Zone massacre! Travel across the battle-
ravaged hell-world of Nu-Earth and to the orbiting
Milli-Com satellite seeking clues to his identity
before the final deadly chase once his identity is
known! ROGUE TROOPER comes with plastic
playing pieces, full colour board and heavily
illustrated rulebook, all for just £14.95!

DEATH ON THE REIK £9.95

The third in the Enemy Within campaign series for
Warhammer Fantasy Roleplay, DEATH ON THE REIK
is set along the greatest waterway in the Old World,
the mighty River Reik, and involves river life and
trading, battles with chaos beasts, fiendish Skaven
plots and lots, lots more! DEATH ON THE REIK
comes in a full colour box, with player hand outs,
maps, detailed GM’s notes, and a host of background
notes on the Empire, all for just £9.95|

CHASE £7.95

An addictive new boardgame
combining action and strategy
where dice are the pieces and the
aim is to gradually make vyour
opponants pieces less manouverable
in order to capture them. CHASE is
a challenging game of changing
strategies, and costs only £7.95!

13-5 DESERT OF DESOLATION £9.95
A campaign adventure pack for
character levels 5-10. Are the
characters the heroes of the prophesy,
and if so, can they fulfill it? DESERT OF
DESOLATION is only £9.95!

N4 TREASURE HUNT £4.95

An adventure for level O characters
where survival itself may end up
being the greatest treasure!
TREASURE HUNT is just £4.95!

JUDGE DREDD RPG = £12.95, CALL OF CTHULU (3rd Ed.) = £12.95

STORMBRINGER RPG = £14.95, BLOOD ROYALE = £19.95

|

Our Trolls are actually fairly efficient at
srocessing orders. Please remember to
mciude your name and address when
ardering and ensure that you include the
#poropriate postage and packing charge,
¥ any. If you would like to receive our latest
m=iease sheet for games and miniatures
simply send us a large self-addressed,
stamped envelope.

Include cost of postage &

HOW TO MAIL ORDER
L G Workshop Ltd.
ake cheques payable to Games ot

U.K., EIRE, BFPO : Add 95p for Orders under £10.00
Orders over £10.00 are post free
OVERSEAS : Add 33% for Carriage
OVERSEAS AIR MAIL : Add 55% for Carriage

HOW TO TELEPHONE ORDER

BARCLAYCARD VISA ACCESS

ing Simply & Quickly Telophone Your Orders
Direct to us on Hotlines

(0773)713213 or (0773)780482
betwosn 8.30um and 5.00pm C o~ ) Mondey 1o Fridey
=)

GAMES WORKSHOP, MAIL ORDER, CHEWTON ST, HILL TOP
EASTWOOD, NOTTS NG16 3HY

A nice little advert for Talisman Dungeon with some new descriptive text from White Dwarf No93
September 1987.




And once you had read the review you could head to Hamley’s Toy store in Regent Street and pick up
a copy

& REGENT STREEW

THE FINEST TOYSHOP IN THE WORLD
188-196 REGENT STREET, LONDON W1

Our store on Regent Street is justafiably famous for its unbeatable selection of toys and games. However,
we are also proud of our hobby games section in which we stock a complete range of roleplaying and
boargames, as well as a comprehensive range of gaming miniatures and accessories. In fact our hobby
section can cater for all your gaming needs. Come in and have a look for yourself.

BY RICHARD HALLIWELL

And if the hustle and bustle of London is too much, you can always pay a visit to our BATH branch.
Again we have devoted an entire section of this store to hobby games!

HAMLEYS, 4-5 MILSOM STREET, BATH. Tel (0225) 337900

We also carry hobby games and accessories in the following stores;

BIRMINGHAM HARROW

Bull Street 342-352 Station Road 31 Thames Street

Birmingham Harrow, Middx Kingston, Surrey

Tel:(021) 233 2575 Tel:(01) 427 9884 Tel:(01) 546 1000
NEWCASTLE ROMFORD SHEFFIELD YORK
The Place Lockwood Walk Rockington House 19 Coney Street
Northumberland Street Liberty Shopping Centre The Moor, Sheffield York

rd, Essex

Newcastle, Tyne & Wear 3 South Yorks Tel:(0904) 610729
Tel:(091) 232 4435 Tel:(0708) 61471 Tel:(0742) 737333

WHITEIDWARER

Advert from White Dwarf Magazine No94 October 1987
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Purple Timescape Cards

Whilst watching a review of old games workshop games by a chap in New Zealand | spotted these
purple data sheet cards as he unpacked them from his box.

3-4: Pay fine of 2 Gokd or be
Imprisoned.

§46; Jucdged innocent - Move to any
‘space on the Timescape board next
Turn.

The orange/red sheets seem to be the common colour. | wonder if the purple was for export games?
Talking of Timescape....

The only named Talisman Character.

We know that none of the Talisman characters were given names by GW. They were just
identified by their race or occupation. Or were they?

Whilst looking though some old White Dwarfs | came across this advert in No 101 May
1988.

As you know the same year that Timescape came out with adverts and reviews also
featuring in the magazine around about this time. It mentions him escaping from the
Timescape. Even the artwork on the Talisman card and mini is almost the same as that
featured below.

So, is the Timescape space marine called Brother Lou Wong the only Talisman character
given a name?




TACTICAL

EVALUATION

+ +Personal Report of Brother LOU
WONG ++ +Coded transmission -
Priority Channel + + +

Since accidentally entering the
Timescape I have come across a
number of varied and interesting
places, but none more so than my
present locatien, a GAMES
WORKSHOP store on Ancient Earth.
These shops are filled with
incredible amounts of astounding
gaming material, including ALL the
brand . new Games Workshop
products. More than that, each shop
has, on average, over 30,000 Citadel
Miniatures, from Snotlings to Marine
Dreadnought Armour!

Imperial Monoscan
W S/b rth

Even better, the managers and staff
of these shops are all friendly and
eager to help (without me having to
P : p shoot any of them too),.s'o I strongly
o ° recommend a return visit at a later
s ) da}e. GAMES WORKSHOP stores are

: 4 » without doubt the answer to any
Imperial Marine’s gaming needs...
Message ends...STOP + +

0 992 92 0 0 00 30 000 0 OO0

GAMES WORKSHOP stores can provide you with all your gaming needs, from board, roleplaying and family games to CITADEL MINIATURES and
WHITE DWARF Magazine. We now have a total of eleven shops in the UK as well as one in the US, all of which provide an excellent service with
friendly staff and managers. Please also note that some of our shops are now closed one day 2 week. You can find our shops in the following places:

% SOUTHAMPTON: 23 East Street, Tel: 0703 331962 * LONDON: Plaza Ceatre, Oxford Street, London NW1.
Tel: 01 436 0839 (Manager: Phil Brough) * LONDON: 1 Dalling Road, Hammersmith W6. Tel: 01 741 3445 (Manager: Pete Armstrong)
* BIRMINGHAM: 37, West Terrace, The Pallasades. Tel: 021 632 4804 (Manager: Dave Howard) x LEEDS: 12/16 Central Road. Tel:
0532 420834 (Manager: Val Eyles-Owen) Closed: Tuesdays. * MANCHESTER: Unit 162, Marsden Way, Arndale Centre. Tel: 061 832
6863 (Manager: Karl Hulme) * NEWCASTLE: 63 Clayton Street. Tel: 0912 322418 (Manager: Ian Henzell) Closed: Wednesdays.

% NOTTINGHAM: 41A Broadwalk, Broadmarsh Centre. Tel: 0602 585744 (Manager: Colin Morris) * SHEFFIELD: 95 The Moor.
Tel: 0742 750114. Closed Wednesdays (Manager: Paul Castleton) * YORK: 26 Goodrameate. Tel: 0904 653575 (Manager: Evan Moss)
Closed: Wednesdays  DERBY: 42 Sadler Gate. Tel: 0332 37657 (Manager: Colin Morris) Closed: Wednesdays
% LIVERPOOL: 23 Bold Street. Tel: 051 708 6087. Closed Wednesdays. (Manager: Karl Hulme)

And in the USA: * BALTIMORE/WASHINGTON AREA: Unit F3, Laurel Centre Mall, Laurel, Maryland 20707. (Manager: Tim Olsen)




(®)
—_
>
[©)
[®]
O
Q
O
©
Q
]
%]
]
(®)
—
Q
o
—
[®]
O
<
Q

Noticed how the jewels in the Talismans on ea

the stat they are neare

st to. Check it out.




Picking up a blister in the City

With the amazing discovery of an official GW list of characters for the 2" edition City expansion |
bought all of the required figures and before painting them thought it would be interesting to mock
up how they may have appeared in a shop somewhere in their own blister box.

For those avid readers who have often wondered what it would have been like to receive a lovely box
of GW Talisman miniatures in 1986 well slip on your rose-tinted nostalgia specs and feast your eyes
on this cracking unboxing. | could never have afforded a set like this with my pocket money back in
the 80’s but it’s amazing what you can pick up on E-Bay these days.
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In the pink and in rude elf

This figure appeared on e-bay a wee while ago, the seller claiming that it was a prototype
Talisman/Warhammer Quest dark elf made in pink plastic and was given to him by one of the
Talisman development team at GW’s Games Day in 1995. Apparently, the plan was for GW to

produce coloured plastic miniatures to match the colours of the race so green orcs, pink dark elves’

orange dwarf slayers etc but in the end they just went for grey plastic. However, the TalismAnorak
can find no further proof to substantiate these claims.
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Black Industries Upgrade packs

On first sight these two shrink wrap sets look identical but flip them over and notice the subtle
difference in the lay out of the various warnings and trademarks along the bottom. One would
assume the 13+ warning on the left-hand box is a later addition.

Takman Upgrade Pack O
TSAN: 978-3-6890N-KR3-3 |
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Well, that’s all for this action packed 40™ anniversary collector’s edition of the TalismAnorak.
So, dig out your sequin anorak, blow up the balloons, decorate the cake and get ready to party.

But which edition to play on the 5" November? Decisions, decisions. Happy Talisman trivia hunting
and remember toads can party too.
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